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“ T H E Y  T O O K  M E  I N T O  T H E  S K Y ”
By Helene Killbatch
Staff Writer

According to one resident of the Bar-
rio, visitors from beyond do exist.

Deenine Fornine, a 2-Y employed with 
the Barrio Restoration Group, was alone 
on Friday night, returning to his home 
from overseeing progress on the reno-
vations of the lower east side. Sudden-
ly, according to Fornine, there was a 
white light, and he was frozen in place.

“It didn’t hurt or anything,” spoke a ner-
vous Fornine to the News and Views, “But 
I couldn’t move at all. At first I thought 
it was some sort of electric thing, but I 
couldn’t move my normal arm neither. 
Then I saw these figures walking up to me.”

Fornine recounts that the figures were 
tall, grey humanoids, with large eyes 
and extended fingers. He remem-
bers seeing another light, and then 
being in some sort of reclined chair.

“I still couldn’t feel anything, but there were 
these weird lights and this horrible sound 
that kept repeating. I could see them grey 
things walking around, and they kept 
tapping my teeth with this tiny hammer. 
I tried to tell them theres nothing good in 
my teeth, but I couldn’t make a sound.”

After an indeterminate amount of 
time, Fornine remembers being back 
on the street, leaned against a wall.

“They didn’t move me much because I 

was right next to the Rusty 
Bucket, one of the bars I’m 
helping to oversee the fixing 
of. But then how did I get 
in a chair? And why do I al-
ways taste pasta salad now?”

The interview was un-
able to be continued at 
this time, as Fornine left 
the offices while speaking 
to himself in a low tone.

Artists Rendition

Fantastic Foliage, Found! Strange Storms Disrupt RitualsBy Helene Killbatch
Staff Reporter

In this world of monsters and beasts, 
it can sometimes be easy to forget 
the wonders of the natural world, es-
pecially when they are not trying to 
kill you. One exploring team, setting 
out towards the coast, came across a 
strange site: a grove of huge, mush-
room-like trees, completely isolated 
from the others. One of the team, an 

experience botanist, identified the 
trees as something totally new to this 
area, most likely transported here in 
the same way that the rest of us were. 
Thankfully, one of the explorers also 
had a functional camera, giving us 
the image in this story. When asked 
if they would revisit the grove, the 
explorers remarked that they would 
leave that to the ‘brainy’ types, instead 
continuing their search for riches.

THE BURNT STOCKADE: A NEW START?
By Magenta Geel
Staff Writer

After the strange upheaval of land 
months ago, much of the surround-
ing terrain appears to have returned 
to normal, with lush vegetation replac-
ing burnt out grey buildings. However, 
one large structure appears to be per-
manent: The large prison that was the 
epicenter of the change. However, the 
sounds of the riot that arrived with 
the strange building have all but died 
down, replaced with an eerie silence.

My first attempt to contact anyone in-
side the prison was met with a hail of 
flaming debris, launched from unseen 
assailants on the higher rooftops. Mo-

ments later, a sullen man in a white 
coat pointed me to a long hallway, re-
marking that his job now was even 
more meaningless than it was before, 
and matched his life perfectly. Down 
the hallway, I was escorted to a slender 
man in a long black dinner coat and a 
black mask, who introduced himself as 
Ruby Duster, ruler of the Burnt Stock-
ade. 

For a hardened criminal, Duster was 
surprisingly polite, inviting me to a 
candlelit dinner overlooking what ap-
peared to be a burnt-out guard’s shack 
and a large, grey work yard. He ex-
plained that most of the prisoners there 
had left after the building repositioned 
itself a short distance from Conver-

gence. Some, like himself, had decided 
to stay, working to restore the security 
systems and walls of their home. Dust-
er also insisted that not every prisoner 
was a danger to those around them; he 
himself was wrongfully apprehended 
by a group of chromatically empow-
ered Heroes and imprisoned with no 
trial.

My meeting with Duster over, I ven-
tured outside for a quick look around 
before removing myself from the con-
fines once used to keep countless peo-
ple in constant lockdown. Though the 
walls were worn with battle, there was 
a calm to the location, and a sense of 
peace. As I left, I noticed a note pinned 
to a wall, seemingly directed at me. 

That note has been reprinted on the 
back page as it was originally found.

Will the Burnt Stockade truly offer 
those once convicted a chance at a bet-
ter life? Or will it be the time bomb 
waiting to strike?

By Lance Velmet
Head Writer

Reports are flowing in that a series 
of strange, arcane-infused lightning 
storms have struck the area around 
Convergence and beyond. A collection 
of Students from the Academy, in the 
midst of performing ritualistic move-
ments with their wands, were sud-
denly electrocuted in a minor degree. 

Though there were no fatalities from 
the events, some of the Students re-
port that the magical bolts disrupted 
their rituals, causing them to have to 
start over several times. Eventually, 

as the storm begin to form with dark 
clouds, they left, choosing to con-
tinue within the safety of a building.

While the Students were unable 
to pinpoint the exact location the 
bolts of lighting would originate 
from, these reports are very simi-
lar to those received weeks ago from 
a team of explorers who chose to 
camp beside a lake. In that event, 
one of the explorers mentioned see-
ing a female figure disappear beneath 
the water before the bolts struck.

The News and Views will contin-
ue to follow this story as it develops.



Two Dead in Taiyou Murders
By Akil Orsirus
Staff Writer

Two respected merchants hailing 
from the Shogonate were found 
murdered last week in their home. 
The cause of death was not the re-
peated knife wound, but poison 
found in their blood.

Shintagi Myar, resident Poison and 
Intoxication expert, reports that the 
poison hails from a specific clan of 
warriors, the Taiyou. According to 
Myar, these killings were not ran-
dom, and were most likely planned 
well in advance.

“What we have here is most like-
ly a piece of a much larger puzzle,” 
Myar explains, “The Taiyou, while 
violent and devoted, are not simple 
muggers. It’s more likely that these 
two merchants ran afoul of them in 
a deal, or perhaps there are much 
more deep cultural reasons for this 

killing.”

Despite the apparent wealth of the 
two, reports confirm that noth-
ing was taken or disturbed in their 
home during the killing. Myar at-
tributes this to the careful planning 
of the Taiyou, stating that the mer-
chants were probably under obser-
vation for ‘quite some time’.

“Chances are, the motive of this 
killing will remain unknown un-
less the Taiyou wish it to be,” Myar 
comments, “They are notorious for 
holding secrecy as one of their top 
honors.”

As the merchants were not officially 
part of any settlement, the question 
as to who would investigate this 
murder still lingers. Soldiers from 
the Green Sash Army were reported 
to be guarding the area as the bodies 
were moved and taken for burial.

WE NEED WRITERS!
Interested in writing for the News 
and Views? Submit two samples of 
writing to Lance Velmet for your 
chance to be a part of the best 
publication in the world!

Letter from An Anonymous Source
Printed in entirety without change.

Do not try to find us. We are 
Legion, and we are the ones in 
control.

There is no home we cannot 
enter, no lock we cannot pick, 
and no secret we cannot find.

The time for revolution and 
change is here. No more chains.

The organization will fall. The 
media will fall. All that will be 
left are the people.

We are Legion.

Transhumansim with 
the Flip of a Switch
By Akil Osrius
Staff Writer

Diego Doctor, leader of the settlement 
known as the Barrio, has reportedly fin-
ished work on his greatest achievement: 
a machine that will greatly accelerate the 
transhumanism aspect of a valid subject. 

This success comes at the eve of his 
planned wedding, an announcement 
that shocked many possible suitors to 
the powerful leader. Diego has report-
edly claimed that the creation is a gift 
to his soon-to-be bride, but that it’s use 
would become available to all within a 
short time.

Rumors of the involvement of out-
side forces swirl around the machine 
and Diego, with some claiming that he 
sought the aid of arcane workings from 
the Academy, often used on Arcanafor-
ms, in order to artificially accelerate his 
research.  Diego has not responded to 
these rumors personally, but his aides 
inform the News and Views that they 
are totally false, and that all progress was 
made by Diego and his assistants, with 
only marginal help from a scientist hail-
ing from the Four Monarchies.

Diego plans to unveil his machine to a 
select group soon, in what is sure to be a 
grand event.

Don’t Settle for Half-Cooked Potions
Only Hammerstein Alchemicals can give you the boost you 
need without any of the side effects of other chemical mixtures.
Fight harder, fight faster.
Inquire about Hammerstein Chemicals in the Peaceful Republic.

DANCERS WANTED
New club on the lower east side at the Barrio seeks talented 
dancers and entertainers. Must have 

Heard Around The World
Things we’ve heard that are not story worthy...yet!
This section does not follow the strict rules for accuracy exemplified in the rest of this publication.

“No face at all! Just kept looking at a clock. Strange thing is, that clock 
wasn’t there until he was, and is gone now!”

“Huskers are starting to get more active. Wish someone could find that 
Queen and just take out the whole nest.”

“He shoved that stone straight into his forehead, then flew away.”

WANTED!
Any information resulting in the capture 
of the Child named ‘Girl’, resident of 
Convergence, for crimes against her fellow 
Children including immolation, murder, 
and theft. 

Anyone with information is encouraged to 
leave a message with the News and Views, 
who are acting as liason for us.

Further, any who can deliver Girl alive will 
be contacted with instructions.

REWARD FOR INFORMATION: 30 dregs
REWARD FOR LIVE CAPTURE: 150 dregs


